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Disposal of Produce

As indicated above, the proportion of depressed class
tenants who grow cash crops is small. The methods of disposal
of such crops vary from locality to locality. In some loca-
lities the Bania advances money to the cultivator at the time
of sowing for purchase of seed, etc. and buys the crop when it
is ready. The practice of hypothecation of crops is not confined
to the depressed classes but, as is well known, it is true of our
tenantry in general. The Bania buys at rates, lower than those
prevailing in the market and he cheats them often in weighment
as well as in calculating the amount due to them. The other
tenants too suffer on account of these evils but the depressed
class tenants are probably the worst sufferers on account of
their gullibility and ignorance. But such evils tend to decrease
as the people increase their general awareness. The periodical
visits to towns go a long way in educating the tenants. The
disadvantages connected with the system of hypothecation of
crops cannot, however, disappear so long as the Bania continues
to be a very important source of credit in the village. Wherever
the tenants can help it, they themselves take^heir produce to
the nearest market either on pack animals or on carts according
to the state of communications and the quantity to be disposed
of.

Economic Condition of Tenants

It has been indicated above that*the great majority of the
holdings of depressed class tenants are extremely small. Some
of the holdings are mere tiny bits of land. That the majority of
these cultivators cannot make ends meet from the proceeds of
cultivation is an obvious inference which emerges from an
examination of the size of their holdings and the fact that inten-
sive cultivation is an exception rather than the rule.1

An analysis of the data collected by us reveals that 67*3
per cent of the cultivators are either cultivating their plots at a
loss or are making no net profit; 17*3 per cent of them make a

1 It is only the Khatiks who practise vegetable gardening and are
able to make cultivation of small plots a profitable concern. This is, how-
ever, specialized cultivation. The position of Khatiks will be examined in
the next chapter.